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Operation Outcry’s Declaration Collection Influences US Courts

Since 2000, Operation Outcry, a project of
the Texas-based Justice Foundation, has been
collecting declarations of their abortion
experiences from post-abortive women; these
declarations, in the form of sworn affidavits,
can be entered as legal evidence in a court of
law. The Justice Foundation, which has
presented some of these affidavits in several
abortion-related cases recently, cites
references in the courts’ decisions to women’s
experiences as proof that judges are being
influenced by the affidavits.

According to the Justice Foundation’s
website, the Supreme Court’s Gonzales v.
Carhart decision relies on the testimony from
Operation Outcry affidavits to arrive at the
conclusion that “some women come to regret
their choice to abort the infant life they once
created and sustained. Severe depression and
loss of esteem can follow.”

The Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals,
upholding South Dakota’s statute requiring
abortionists to inform patients that abortion
kills a human being, cited this language from
the Supreme Court decision. According to the
Justice Foundation, the fact that an appellate
court cited this material from the higher
court’s decision demonstrates that the
affidavits are having the intended effect of
bringing “the voices of [post-abortive] women
[to] the courts of the United States.”

Operation Outcry has already collected
over 2000 affidavits, offering them in evidence
in both US courts and in the US legislature.
They would like to increase this collection in
order to expand the reach of these women’s
voices. For further information, visit
Operation Outcry at operationoutcry.org/.
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My Declaration

When | learned | was pregnant, at 24, my boyfriend
immediately asked me not to have “it.” Because | was
already single parent of a son with no support from his
father, I truly believed | had no options. At eight weeks
pregnant, | was being taken to get my abortion by the
same friend whom | had taken years before.

After | was positioned on the table, the abortionist
came in. He said | was going to feel a little discomfort
as he administered the local anesthetic. Then the
vacuum machine started. | felt like | was being
violently shaken off of the table. | knew then that |
was making the biggest mistake of my life, but it was
too late. When was the machine going to stop?

That night, | began to feel such great shame that |
wouldn’t even fill the prescription for antibiotics. |
didn’t want anyone to know what | had done. | felt
deceived and violated. If someone had only warned me,
my baby and | might have been spared.

Following the abortion, | was a good mother when |
needed to be, and then | had “me” time where | could
be as bad as | thought | was. | had pain in my chest,
bouts of uncontrollable crying, sleeping too much, and
trouble breathing. My doctor diagnosed panic attacks
and depression, for which | had to take medication. |
never told any doctor about my abortion.

If abortion had not been legal, | would have never
been in that abortion facility that day. | would not
have had years of pain and anguish over taking the life
of my own child. There is nothing that brings more
shame and pain to women than abortion. A woman
carries it in her heart the rest of her life.



http://www.operationoutcry.org/
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From Our Director
Mary Ann McNeil

Sometimes the best form of fundraising
also includes education and public relations.
This spring Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic
Church provided this opportunity to PATH. On
four consecutive weeks IHM Church included
an interesting fact or statistic regarding
abortion and healing in their Sunday bulletin.
During this time they also provided
parishioners with a clear heart-shaped box.
We called this the “Mend a Heart” campaign.
Parishioners were asked to take home one box
per family, fill it with change and return it to
the church to support PATH. On the final week
three PATH facilitators--Beverly Osterbur,
Jessica Slovensky, and Kathryn Siegel--spoke
for a few short minutes at the conclusion of
the Sunday Masses. Each spoke of the healing
PATH provides to those who suffer because of
an abortion experience.

PATH is happy to report that we collected
$1,818.00 from the families at IHM. Heartfelt
thanks to Father Schillinger, pastor, for
promoting this campaign and to Respect Life
representative Amy Estes and her team, who
spearheaded the effort. Generosity such as
this makes our work possible.

Jessica Slovensky
(right), Kathryn
Siegel (below) and
Beverly Osterbur
(below right)
“mend hearts.”

friends ,medical professionals and boyfriends/spouses to persuade

I have met very few post-abortive women who say "yes" to the
question: "If abortion had not been legal, would you have done it
anyway?" Most women say "No."

In fact, I can recall only two who have said "Yes." The legality of
the act makes it less serious, less dreadful. It's easier for family,

a woman into having an abortion if it's legal. Our society is blind to
the role coercion plays in the decision to abort. Mary Ann McNeil

Shuping and McNeil offer “Hope for Life”

On April 16™-18" two PATH members--Martha Shuping, MD, and Mary Ann McNeil--
were invited to speak at the Hope for Life Conference at the Renaissance Concourse
Hotel. Eight additional Path volunteers attended.The conference was organized by
Operation Outcry, a project of the Justice Foundation, in cooperation with Georgia Right
to Life.

Themed “How do we end the pain of abortion,” the conference provided an opportunity
for post abortion ministers from all over the country to network, encourage each other
and keep up the good fight.

Carol Everett from the Heidi group, author of “Blood Money“ gave the keynote
address. Other speakers included Linda Cochrane, author of Forgiven and Set Free, the
bible study PATH uses; Alveda King from Priests for Life; Allan Parker, President of the
Justice Foundation; Georgette Forney and Janet Morano from Operation Outcry; and
Stacy Massey from Abortion Recovery International. Already the networking provided
by this conference has born fruit: Jaime Thietten, who performed at the conference,
has agreed to sing at PATH’s fundraiser in the fall. Additionally, other ministries made
referrals for PATH’s July retreat.
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